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Bites Competition is the kick-off to the Hous-
ton Rodeo, one of the most popular and at-
tended attractions in Houston. We are so 
proud of Grazia’s and can’t wait to taste their 
delicious meals for ourselves. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the entire team at Grazia Italian Kitchen for 
being recognized at the Houston Rodeo 
Roundup Best Bites Competition. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,125,455,057,425.90. We’ve 
added $8,498,578,008,512.82 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, this week I 
missed a roll call vote. I wish to state how I 
would have voted had I been present: Roll 
Call No. 102—‘‘yes.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO AIR FORCE 2ND LIEU-
TENANT ESTEBAN HOTESSE, 
TUSKEGEE AIRMAN, DOMINICAN- 
AMERICAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as Dominican- 
Americans across our great nation celebrated 
their heritage and their compatriots commemo-
rated Dominican Independence Day over the 
weekend, on February 27th, today I rise to 
posthumously honor and pay tribute to 
Tuskegee Airman Second Lieutenant Esteban 
(Stephen) Hotesse (Service Number 
32218759). 

Esteban Hotesse, a Dominican native who 
immigrated to the country as a child, enlisted 
during World War II, and served in the lauded 
Tuskegee Airmen brigade. Though his team 
was scheduled to go into battle, they never 
saw combat abroad. As a member of the all- 
black unit, Hotesse was among a group of 101 
Tuskegee Airmen officers arrested for refusing 
to follow Jim Crow orders from a white com-
manding officer at a base near Seymour, Indi-
ana, where the KKK had a strong presence. 

In March 1945, the last of the Tuskegee 
groups, the 477th Medium Bombardment 
Group, was moved from Godman Field, adja-

cent to Fort Knox, to Freeman Field because 
of the latter’s better flight facilities. Tensions 
between the 477th and the white command 
structure on the base were tense as soon as 
the 477th arrived, and shortly thereafter, an in-
cident occurred unparalleled in Air Corps his-
tory. 

Upon their arrival at Freeman, the com-
manding officer of the base, Colonel Robert R. 
Selway, moved quickly to set up and enforce 
a segregated system. The group was housed 
in a dilapidated building. Col. Selway also cre-
ated a novel system to deny the Airmen entry 
into the officers’ club. He classified the Black 
airmen as ‘‘trainees,’’ even though they had all 
finished flight school, and therefore were all 
commissioned officers. As trainees, they were 
forced to use a rundown, former noncommis-
sioned officers club nicknamed ‘‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin.’’ This all occurred despite an order 
issued in 1940 issued by President Roosevelt 
himself that no officer should be denied ac-
cess to any officer’s club. On April 5, 1945 a 
group of the Airmen peacefully entered the of-
ficers’ club in protest. Sixty-one were arrested 
within 24 hours. This act of disobedience later 
became known as the Freeman Field Mutiny. 
Hotesse perished later that year in an acci-
dental plane crash. His obituary in a Domini-
can newspaper lists his cause of death as a 
B–25 crash in the Ohio River in Indiana. 

Esteban (Stephen) Hotesse was born on 
February 2, 1919 in Moca, Dominican Repub-
lic, and he came to the U.S. at the age of 4 
with his mother, Clara Pacheco, who at the 
time was 25 years old. Hotesse was also ac-
companied by his sister Irma Hotesse, age 2. 
They came through the famous port of Ellis Is-
land and, like many Dominicans at the time, 
went to live in my Congressional District within 
Upper Manhattan. At the time of his enlist-
ment, he was living with his wife, Iristella Lind, 
who was Puerto Rican. They applied for U.S. 
citizenship in April 1943 after he’d served al-
most a year. The couple had two daughters 
before he enlisted. Today, one of his daugh-
ters, Mary Lou Hotesse, resides in New York 
City and two granddaughters, one named Iris 
Rivera, live in the South. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our distin-
guished colleagues join me in paying tribute to 
one of our nation’s heroes. In life, he immi-
grated to our shores to join ranks with our mili-
tary force in the advancement of peace, jus-
tice, and freedom here and abroad. 
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DON’T WRESTLE WITH CINCO 
RANCH GIRLS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Queena Chen, Charlotte Fowler, 
Taylor Rosario, and Kayla De Leon for win-
ning the state championship 6A trophy at the 
University Interscholastic League (UIL) Girls 
Wrestling Championships. 

Queena, Charlotte, Taylor and Kayla are 
students at Cinco Ranch High School in the 
Katy Independent School District. The four 
Lady Cougars racked up a total of 87 points, 
all placing in the top four; a new achievement. 
The 2016 UIL State Wrestling Championships 
were held at the Berry Center in Cypress, 

Texas on February 19th and 20th. Senior Tay-
lor Rosario has a standing record of 40–1, 
Senior Charlotte Fowler’s record is 48–1, Sen-
ior Queena Chen’s record is 41–15, and fi-
nally, Sophomore Kayla De Leon has a record 
of 49–0. These talented students have made 
the Katy community proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Queena, Charlotte, Taylor, and Kayla for 
winning the UIL 6A State Championship. We 
can’t wait to see what these talented ladies do 
next. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE 
DIANA HOPPE 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy 
heart that I rise today to recognize the passing 
of Representative Diane Hoppe on February 
27th, 2016. Rep. Hoppe was a beloved and 
distinguished community leader and longtime 
state lawmaker. 

Rep. Hoppe grew up in Sterling and de-
voted her life to improving Colorado. In 1999 
she was elected to House District 65 of the 
Colorado House of Representatives, where 
she served through 2006. During her service 
she was Chair of the House Agriculture, Live-
stock & Natural Resources Committee; Chair 
of the Water Resources Review Committee; 
and House Minority Whip. 

In addition to her leadership in the Colorado 
legislature, Governor Hickenlooper appointed 
her to the Colorado Water Conservation Board 
in 2012. She was later elected as Chair in 
2015. In addition, she was presented the Col-
orado Water Congress 2013 Wayne N. 
Aspinall Award for Outstanding Water Leader. 
Rep. Hoppe’s limitless knowledge of agri-
culture and water has made a lasting impact 
on Colorado. 

It is the hard work Rep. Hoppe embodied 
throughout her life that makes Colorado an ex-
ceptional place to live. She has shown true 
service to her industry and community. I ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to Rep. Hoppe’s 
family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Representative Diane Hoppe for her commit-
ment to family, community, and the State of 
Colorado. She will be sorely missed. 
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THE RULES OF THE U.S. HOUSE 
DENY MEMBERS THE ABILITY 
TO FULFILL OUR CONSTITU-
TIONAL ROLE 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the rules of 
the U.S. House prohibit congressionally di-
rected spending. This prohibition undermines 
the ability of Members of Congress to rep-
resent their constituents, denies Members the 
opportunity to respond to critical needs that 
are in the national interest, and it strips Mem-
bers of their authority pursuant to Article 1, 
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